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          When it's that time of the year to head home to the states we are always full of anticipation and when it's time to head back to Mexico we are always eager to get back.  It's always nice to get back to life in Autlán, back to a life that has become very normal to us.   This year we were particularly looking forward to arriving home, because immigration had our residency (green cards) waiting for us.  In the life of every missionary is the daunting, expensive, and endless paperwork of immigration. For the last 5-1/2 years we have lived on a special temporary residency visa (FM3 Ministro de Culto).  So much money and so many hours have been spent sitting in the immigration office every year.  Every year the system changes and every year we have new and unexpected challenges to adapt to.  This year the change to immigration was big, as they actually did away with our type of visa.  This gave us an amazing opportunity to become permanent residents of Mexico, something we had daydreamed about for 5 years.  No more annual trips to immigration. No more hours of translating documents.  Best part of all, no more fees and payments! YAHOO!  We are residents for as long as we wish to live in Mexico.  We left the immigration office last week laughing and cheering with joy.  Oh, but nothing is ever very easy in Mexico.  You would think we would have learned that by now!  What about our car?  
What about our car?!? 


	


If you are a tourist with a foreign car, you must get a permit to have it in Mexico.  If you have a temporary residency visa, like we had, then your car is granted a temporary permit as well.  However, if you are a permanent resident, you CANNOT drive around in foreign car.  In our case, that means our car became illegal the minute we got our green cards.  Customs gives us two options: Drive the car to the border and nationalize (import) it or drive it to the border and leave it. Right away our plans were to drive it to the border to nationalize it, seeing as we really don't want to part with our beloved Ford Expedition. Unfortunately, our two options were narrowed down to just one, as we discovered that legalizing our car costs several thousand dollars and our old 1999 Expedition is also not qualified to be imported.

     

       If you have managed to read to this point, then you know what we are in need of. We are in need of another car. In our life, as with many lives, a car is not a luxury item, but a necessity for our big family and our ministry. Although used cars are more expensive in Mexico, we have decided it is still the most economical choice. Buying a car stateside would mean getting one that boarder customs would approve and spending several thousand dollars legalizing it, not to

